
I was born in Palo Alto in 1926. I was 
four when my father unexpectedly 
died and my mother took our family 
back to China. Four years later, my 
mother passed away and the 2nd 
Sino-Japanese war began. At 15, 
I caught the last passenger ship to 
San Francisco and lived alone in 
Chinatown - school by day, busboy 
by night - until I was drafted in 1944. 
 

I joined the Third Division/7th 
Regiment at the Rhine River. 
Advancing daily on German 
soil, I spent my 19th birthday 
engaged in street battles 
in Nuremberg. One week 
later, I was wounded, for 
which I was later awarded 
the Purple Heart. After 
recovering, I rejoined my 
unit in Salzburg, Austria. 
My unit then spent a year 
doing occupation duty in 

Germany before my discharge  
in August 1946.  
 
Thanks to the GI Bill, I completed 
high school and earned my 
mechanical engineering degree 
from UC Berkeley.  I enjoyed over 
thirty years as an energy research 
engineer working for Aerojet 
Nucleonic, GE Nuclear, and the 
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory.
 
I married in 1952 and my wife  
and I raised three daughters  
and one son.  They all graduated 
from college; three with advanced 
degrees.  After my wife passed  
away, I remarried and currently  
live in Walnut Creek, California.
 
My first twenty years of life, I lived in 
times of war.  I am fortunate to have 
lived the next seventy plus years 
in times of peace, free to enjoy my 
education, work, and family.

The life of an amazing man

Ming K. Wong
United States Army, 3rd Division/7th Regiment  

Purple Heart, 1944-1946 • Nuremberg, Germany; Salzburg, Austria

Ming Wong Family


